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Study Day 1: Mission and Evangelism

(SLIDE)

Timings 9am-3:30pm

9.15am Coffee on arrival

9.30am Morning Prayer

9.45am Introductions and Assignments

10.15am Part 1: What is Mission?

11.00am Coffee Break

11.15am Part 1 continued…

12.30pm Lunch

1:15pm Part 2: Who’s Mission is it?

2.15pm Tea Break

2.30pm Part 3: Reading the Bible Missionally

3.30pm Closing Blessing

Introductions and Assignments: (9.45-10.15am)

Aims for the Day…

• Exploring what mission is, defining some key terms and exploring our 
understanding of “mission” as a theological concept

• Consider where we find our authority in setting the goals, guiding our direction 
and measuring success in mission

• Recognise the breadth of what can be considered to be mission, and 
understand the place of evangelism as part of mission, but not as the only 
activity which can be considered to be missional
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(SLIDE)

Assignments

Technically two assignments, however ideally they should be linked. The first 
assignment should provide the basis for the second.

The first assignment is to produce and give a presentation to a group within your 
parish or context. Using information gathered in the exercises in the module and 
through wider research present a “mission audit” to a group such as a church 
leadership team, PCC or some other missionally active community group.

The group to whom you present does not need to be church linked, but should be 
a group engaged in undertaking what we would describe as “missional activity”.

In the presentation you’ll be graded upon your ability to give an overview of your 
local context or parish (note, not your church, but the wider parish community…) 
using appropriate sources of information (for example the interactive parish map 
found here: www.churchofengland.org/researchandstats). Demonstrate that you 
have attempted to challenge your own perceptions and preconceptions. This first 
part should form around half of the assignment.

In the second half of the presentation communicate your refections upon what you 
have learned about your local context, and from this reflection identify some 
opportunities for mission and evangelism.

Due Date: 10th April 2020

In the second assignment you are to choose one of the opportunities for mission 
identified in your first assignment and then evaluate this missional opportunity in 
more detail. Explore what benefits and strengths this opportunity presents to the 
local church and within the wider mission of God, making reference to the 
information about your local parish or context gathered for the first assignment. 
Reflect upon possible weaknesses and challenges which are likely to be 
encountered if this missional opportunity were to be pursued, and consider ways 
that these weaknesses or challenges could be countered. You can choose to write 
this assignment or record it and submit it as an audio or video file.  Either way it 
should be approximately 2000 words in order to go into the required depth of 
exploration.

Due Date: 6th April 2021  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Part 1 (proper)

(SLIDE)

Mission Defined

(SLIDE)

What is mission? What is Evangelism? 

Good fifteen/twenty minutes discussion on this…

Find where students thinking is to begin… 
Few Minutes discuss with person next to you… 
Few minutes feedback (nb no responses from me at this point…)

Conclusion of this discussion from me:

All evangelism is mission, but not all mission is evangelism…

Broad definitions:

Evangelism: the spreading of the gospel via teaching and preaching  
(use words if you have to…)

Mission: the action of the church in the world, acting in the name of God.

Is a bit more complex than this… 
…but broadly this is what the words mean!

(SLIDE)

Paradigm shift in missional thinking:

No longer “go convert the heathens across the empire…”

More holistic view…

“Mission is a multifaceted ministry, in respect of witness, service, justice, healing, 
reconciliation, liberation, peace, evangelism, fellowship, church planting, 
contextualisation, and much more.”

Bosch, Transforming Mission, 1991 p.512
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Bosch suggests that in our contemporary context the bible text that most defines 
mission is Luke 4:18-19 rather than Matthew 28:16–20.

The general focus upon the Great Commission from Matthew; to “go and make 
disciples of all nations” has been replaced by a perspective of mission closer to 
the Lukan manifesto: 
“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good 
news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and 
recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of 
the Lord’s favour.”

▪ In this view, mission is holistic and wide-ranging. It includes the social and 
political worlds, as well as community building and witness.

Coffee: 11-11.15am

Return for Part 1 conclusion (11.15am-12.30pm)

(SLIDE)

▪ Emilio Castro (liberation theologian) wrote: 
“Mission is the fundamental reality of our Christian life. We are Christians 
because we have been called by God to work with him in the fulfilment of 
his purposes for humanity as a whole. Our life in this world is life in 
mission. Life has a purpose only to the extent that it has a missionary 
dimension.”  
Emilio Castro ‘Liberation, Development and Evangelism: Must we Choose in 
Mission?’, Occasional Bulletin for Missionary Research July 1978 p87

Mission is not an activity that we pick up and put down…

Mission is not something that we do on the odd occasion…

We don’t exist as Church or as Christians if our whole life does not have a 
missional dimension…
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Key text: J. Andrew Kirk. What is Mission? (1999)

Kirk asserts that mission and the kingdom of God relate to each other in this way:
• Human history and culture, even when not touched directly or consciously 

by the knowledge of salvation in Jesus Christ, constitute a part of God’s 
new kingdom.

• Where human beings overcome injustice, disease, oppression and 
violence of all kinds they are establishing the kind of society that God 
wants, although this is not to be equated with salvation through Jesus as 
offered in the Gospel.

• This means that God’s mission is carried out both in the world and in the 
Church; to a lesser degree in human history untouched by the Gospel… 
and, in theory, to a greater degree where the Gospel is believed and 
obeyed.

This concept is expressed in the quote often attributed to Rowan Williams:

“Mission is finding out what God is doing and joining in.”

(SLIDE)

Big Question raised by this view of mission:

Does God need the church to act as the sole agent of His mission in the 
world, or is the will of God being worked out through his Holy Spirit in the 
world despite anything that the church may or may not do?

(SLIDE)

A Definition of Mission: The Five Marks of Mission

The Anglican Consultative Council drew up this statement in 1984, and the 
Bishops of the Lambeth Conference adopted it in 1988. The statement set out five 
marks of mission which were adopted by the General Synod of the Church of 
England in 1996.

The ‘five marks’ try to draw together the different dimensions of mission. They 
start by emphasising that ‘the mission of the Church is the mission of Christ’, and 
the Church is called:
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▪ To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom

▪ To teach, baptise and nurture new believers

▪ To respond to human need by loving service

▪ To seek to transform unjust structures of society

▪ To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and 
renew the life of the earth

5 marks sometimes criticised for being too broad… too wider ranging… 
encompassing all that the church does, and more…

(SLIDE)

What is Mission?

It is broad… It is wide ranging… It does encompass all that the church does, and 
more…

(SLIDE)

What is Mission?

It is the action of God in the world…

It is the building of the Kingdom of God…

It is the preaching of the Gospel in word and in action…

It is evangelism, it is social action, it is charitable work, it is education, it is 
community building, it is God acting in the world through his Holy Spirit…

End Part 1: 12.30pm

LUNCH 12.30pm-1.15pm
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(SLIDE)

Session 2: Who’s Mission is it? (1.15pm-2.15pm)

(SLIDE)

Who’s Mission is it?

Missio Dei = God’s Mission
• Mission had been understood in terms of saving individuals from eternal 

damnation… 
…or introducing people from the East and the South to the blessings and 
privilege of the Christian West… 
…or the expansion of the church… 
…sometimes it was seen as the ongoing process by which the world would 
be transformed into the kingdom of God.

• Karl Barth became one of the first theologians to consider mission as an 
activity of God himself. 
This move was a radical break from Modern/Enlightenment thinking about 
mission… 
…Enlightenment/Modern thought = based on the idea that humans could 
progress their own history by means of effort or reason.

• Missio Dei was seen as the Father sending the Son… 
…the Father and the Son sending the Spirit… 
…and the Father, Son and Spirit sending the church… 
…this view limits the action of God in that God was only seen as being 
able to act through the church…

(SLIDE)

Our friend Andrew Kirk (What is Mission, 1999) explains it in this way: 
“[The mission of God is…] the purposes and activities of God in and for the whole 
universe.” (Kirk 1999, 25)
• Mission is no longer an activity of the church, but an attribute of God. There is 

church because there is mission, not the other way round. 
• Who’s mission is it? God’s Mission - and we seek to partake in His Mission…
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Put well by a chap called Tim Dearborn…

It is not the Church of God that has a mission in the world but the God of mission 
that has a Church in the world. 
(Tim Dearborn, Beyond Duty: A Passion For Christ, A Heart For Mission, 1998)

Discussion to close part 2:

What impact does this view of mission have upon the life of a regular parish 
church?

Church definitely not about bums on seats…

Church not “in charge”… God acting outside of our borders… does this mean that 
non-Christians could be engaged in an area of missional work BEFORE the 
Church?

Does church growth have a place in this view?  
(More people = more workers in the vineyard = more impact upon the world = 
growth of God’s Kingdom)

Coffee: 2.15-2.30pm

Part 3: Reading the Bible Missionally (2.30pm-3.30pm)

(SLIDE)

Leslie Newbiggin (Modern Christian Missionary) once said this:

▪ ‘A learned Hindu friend has several times complained to me that we 
Christians have misrepresented the Bible. 
He said to me something like this: 
“As I read the Bible I find it in a quite unique interpretation of universal history 
and, therefore, a unique understanding of the human person as a 
responsible actor in history. You Christian missionaries have talked of the 
Bible as if it were simply another book of religion. We have plenty of these 
already in India and we do not need another to add to our supply.” ’ 
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“A unique interpretation of universal history, and therefore, a unique 
understanding of the human person as a responsible actor in history…”

One example of reading the bible missionally (diagram based on the ideas of 
Leslie Newbiggin)…

Give brief summary…

Lets play a game: Place the bible character!!!

• Adam and Eve - easy! - “Rebellion in the Kingdom”

• Abraham - The King Chooses Israel (Act 1 - a people for the King)

• Moses - The King Chooses Israel (Act 1 and/or Act 2)

• King David - The King Chooses Israel (Act 2 - a land for the people)

• Jesus - easy! - The coming of the King

• St Paul & Acts of the Apostles - easy! - Spreading the news of the King (Act 1 
and into Act 2)

• Revelation - The return of the King
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• How about us? Where do we appear…? Rhetorical question…

(SLIDE)

If we have an overarching, Missional view of the biblical narrative it can imply 
three main things:

o 1: The comprehensiveness of God’s redemptive work in creation

▪ the biblical story does not move toward the destruction of the world 
and the ‘rescue’ of Christians to heaven… 
…but rather the restoration of the whole of creation to its original 
goodness.

▪ So the Bible is framed by the creation and new creation of the 
‘world’

o 2: Because the story is overarching we have a place in it, we live in 
an era of “biblical” history. 

▪ Various people have said that humanity’s key questions are ‘Who 
am I?’, ‘Where am I?’, ‘What’s wrong?’, ‘What’s the solution?’. 
 
NT Wright adds a fifth question ‘What time is it?’ or ‘Where in the 
story do I belong?’  

▪ Note that the Bible normally records God’s dealing with peoples, 
not simply individuals

• Where individuals are called it is to be a blessing to others 
(e.g. Abraham) often this calling is to have a role in 
communication between God & nation (e.g. Moses, Samuel, 
prophets etc… later the Apostles…)

• Stark contrast to the ‘all about me’ culture of much of 21st 
century life – including the Church (e.g. ‘my vocation’ ‘I feel 
called to …’) - Implies that vocation to licensed ministry 
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involves personal call and personal flourishing, but always in 
the context of bringing glory to God and blessing to others

o In other words God is not unconcerned for the 
individual but God’s message is normally plural

o 3: Mission is central to the Bible 

▪ God’s mission to restore creation led to him choosing Israel to 
embody his purposes and be a light to the nations. 

▪ The Old Testament tells how Israel responded (and arguably 
failed…) 

▪ Then Jesus takes God’s mission in himself, embodying God’s 
purpose for humanity, accomplishing victory over sin. 
When his earthly ministry is over he leaves the Church with a 
mandate to continue his work. 

▪ The Spirit of God is ‘wind’ – ahead of us, among others, and will not 
be contained!

▪ God is passionate about ‘mission’ but less so about ‘numbers’ and 
‘success’

(SLIDE)
• To draw this together:

o Christopher Wright The Mission of God 2006 outlines the Bible’s 
missional hermeneutic as starting theo-centrically (focused upon God):

▪ ‘To read the whole Bible in the light of this great overarching 
perspective of the mission of God, then, is to read with the grain of 
the whole collection of texts that constitute our canon of 
Scripture.’ (P64)

o Humanity itself has a mission – to work, and take care of the rest of 
creation.
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o Then, against the background of humanity’s failure, we see Israel with a 
mission – election for the sake of other nations.

o Then comes Jesus with a mission, and finally the church is 
commissioned with a role in this overarching mission of God…

(SLIDE)

Reading the Bible Missiologically: David Bosch’s New Testament 
Missiological Paradigms

From: Transforming Mission: Paradigm Shifts in Theology of Mission (1991)

Another way of reading bible missionally is to take individual texts/individuals and 
explore their motivation…

According to Bosch there are three major Paradigms present in the New 
Testament with regards the theology of mission:

(definition of paradigm: typical example or pattern - i.e. a model of something… in 
this context - models of mission)

1) Matthew, 2) Luke/Acts, 3) Paul

(SLIDE)

Self-
understanding 
of author and 

audience

Focus Key Concept Key Text Concept of 
Mission

Matthew A disciple 
helping other 
Jewish 
disciples widen 
their mission 
beyond 
Judaism

Discipleship Kingdom of 
God

Mt. 28:18-20 

Great 
Commission…

Carry the good 
news
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Even though we may agree that there is an overarching missional narrative 
running as “the grain” through scripture, this does not mean that the perception 
and understanding of mission has not evolved and developed over time and in 
different contexts…

…does it make any view any less valid than any other? Or is one paradigm valid 
in one context, and another paradigm valid in a different context?

Very Postmodern view…

To Recap whole day…:

Luke-Acts A former 
outsider 
(Gentile) 
helping God’s 
new inter-
ethnic 
community 
understand its 
identity and 
mission

Transcending 
boundaries

Holy Spirit Lk. 4:18-19 

“The Spirit of 
the Lord is 
upon me…” 

Lukan 
Manifesto…

Go with the 
Spirit

Paul A Jewish 
persecutor 
turned apostle 
helping Jew 
and Gentile 
converts of his 
mission 
understand 
their 
conversion

Time (grace 
period)

Salvation Gal. 1:1-5 

Intro to 
letter… 

“Paul, apostle 
through Christ, 
not man… 
…to the 
churches… 
…may God 
deliver us from 
this present 
age…”

Seize the day

Things that all 
three 
paradigms 
have in 
common

Mission is at 
the core of 
who we are, 
not an 
incidental 
matter. We 
have to adapt 
our mission as 
the situation 
changes

God’s new 
action in the 
Messiah calls 
for a new 
response from 
everyone

God’s 
liberating 
influence is 
arriving among 
us with present 
and eternal 
implications

God sent Jesus 
as he sends his 
messengers

Be proactive. 
Tell the whole 
world about 
the Messiah.
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• Mission is broadly defined as the action of God in the world… which the church 
seeks to take part in…

• Mission is evangelism, social action, seeking justice, caring for creation, loving 
service…

• Evangelism is Mission, but not all Mission is Evangelism…

• The central purpose of the church is to seek where God is acting and to join 
in…

• The Bible can be seen as a record of God acting in history… and a record of 
humankind seeking to engage with God’s mission in the world… we are part of 
this ongoing engagement with God’s Mission…

Closing questions etc? Need time for assignment Q&A


